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you more fully and particularly the sole means which appear to myself,
and to the allies of the Company, to be effectual for the salutary purpose
of removing all existing distrust and suspicion, and of establishing peace
and good understanding on the most durable foundations.1
But the letter produced only evasion, and a correspondence
then commenced between the Governor-General and the
Sultaun of Mysore, which can only be likened to a game of
battledore and shuttlecock, in which the Sultaun showed the
greatest skill in keeping the shuttlecock always in the air.
During this correspondence Tippoo plainly exposed the
duplicity of his nature by heaping abuse upon that nation
through whom he wished to drive the English from India.
... I possess the fervent hope [he wrote on one occasion] that the
leaders of the English and the Company Bahauder, who ever adhere to
the paths of sincerity, friendship, and good faith, and are the well-wishers
of mankind, will at all times be successful and victorious; and that the
French, who are of a crooked disposition, faithless, and enemies of
mankind, may be ever depressed and ruined.2
This game of battledore and shuttlecock might have gone
on for ever had not Lord Mornington's patience at last given
out, and on January 9th, three months after the commence-
ment of the correspondence, he set a time limit.
I trust [he wrote] that your Highness will favour me with a friendly
letter in reply to this; and I most earnestly request daat your reply may
not be deferred for more than one day after this letter shall reach your
presence; dangerous consequences result from the delay of arduous
affairs.3
As Tippoo did not answer within the stipulated time, the
Governor-General, after giving him a generous extension,
on February 3rd ordered the army to enter Mysore territory
and proceed to the siege of Seringapatam.
Tippoo's belated reply, when it did arrive on February 13th,
showed how much satisfaction was to be expected from that
quarter.
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